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Our next monthly meeting is set for:  16 November 2022 

 

 

 

 

CORPSMAN  
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Robert Graves – I have not received any update on Robert’s wife 

Karen’s cancer surgery and recovery.  Please continue to keep Robert & 

Karen in your thoughts and prayers as they continue with Karen’s 

treatment and recovery. 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Lamm – Joseph will be having surgery on his ear as a follow-up 

to previous removal of melanoma skin cancer.  On 31 October, Joseph 

will be undergoing surgery on lymph nodes.  Please keep Joseph and his 

family in your thoughts and prayers as he continues his skin cancer 

treatment and recovery. 

 

 
 

 

Kim Lonberg – Is now done with having cataract surgery on both eyes, 

and hand surgery on both hands.  Kim was at the October meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda Miller –  On 14 October 2022, Linda was again admitted to 

Sacred Heart Riverbend Hospital with a “racing” heart rate caused by 

a recurrence of an infection.  There is some ongoing evaluation of 

medications to see if one or more may be leading to a suppressed 

immune system thereby causing the on-going infection problem, which 

leads to other issues. 

Linda stayed in the hospital until that following Sunday.  Linda was 

able to attend the October meeting.  Linda thanked the league for the 

beautiful flowers that they sent her while in the hospital. 
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Ray Miller – On the morning of 18 October, Ray was involved in an auto 

accident on Beltline Highway.  Ray went to the hospital ER with a 

fractured sternum.  The vehicle airbags did not deploy causing Ray to 

impact the steering wheel. 

Being quite the trooper, Ray attended the October meeting the following 

evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James (Jim) Pilling – Jim took a fall at his home early in the second week 

of October.  Fortunately, Jim had his cell phone on him and was able to 

call his daughter for assistance.  Jim’s daughter and son-in-law were able 

to respond and assisted Jim. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Bock – Peter Bock let me know via a text message that he has tested 

positive for Covid-19.  I  told Peter to work on getting well, and that I 

would let the membership know about his medical situation.  He 

responded with a “thumbs up emoji.” 

I also told him to let us know if he needs anything, and he said he would. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debbie Barker – Debbie was seen hobbling during the October meeting.  

Mike said it was from a bone spur.  Debbie will be undergoing therapy as 

a first attempt to remedy the problem.  Surgery may be required to 

remedy the problem. 
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NOTE:  If you have a medical emergency call 911.  The Fire Department is available to 

respond 24 hours a day 7 days a week. 

The fire department responding to your home typically does not have a monetary cost, 

unless they actually transport you to the hospital by ambulance. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Announcements / Good of the League 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

-----------------------                                        ----------------------- 
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Emerald Empire Detachment’s 

Newest Member 

 

 
 

Graham Hilson 

Master Sergeant 

USMC Retired 

(1990 – 2010) 

Graham was a Combat Engineer during his 20-year career in the United States Marine 

Corps.  Graham was assigned to the I & I Staff, Springfield, Oregon where he retired in 

2010.  Graham then went on to work for the Army Corps of Engineers.  Graham and his 

family, (wife, son and family dog) spent 3 years in Germany under the umbrella of the  

U. S. Army.  Graham is still with the Army Corps of Engineers. 

Graham responded to a letter I sent him, and he has rejoined the Emerald Empire 

Detachment.  We look forward to seeing Graham as his circumstances permit. 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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(Photo courtesy of Debbie Barker) 

 

When we replaced the old flag poles then Detachment Commandant Peter Bock said that 

it would be great if we could repurpose the eagles from the old poles.  After some time, 

and head scratching I came up with this displayer for use on the Commandant’s table 

(and for whatever other appropriate purpose). 

The flags are from our last midwinter conference.  The eagles are of course from the old 

flag poles.  The base was purchased, and the detachment name plate was produced by the 

same sign shop that I have used for other league items. 

Yes, the Marine Corps flag is just slightly shorter than the United States flag. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
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The above business cards have been printed.  They are printed on heavy card stock, and 

are laser printed (not ink) so the printing should not “run” if out in wet conditions.  

Thanks goes to Mike & Debbie Barker for getting these done.  Mike handed out some to 

each member at the October meeting, and the rest are with the Paymaster Lois Price.  If 

you did not get any, or need more, please contact Lois Price (contact information listed in 

officers’ section of this newsletter). 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

On 13 October 2022, I mailed an 8 ½ X 11 version (shown below) to the Lane Community 

College Maxwell Veteran’s Center for display in their office.  I had attempted to place one 

in person; however, their office was closed at that time. 
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On 12 October 2022, I left an 8 ½ X 11 version with the receptionist at the Lane County 

Veteran’s Services Office.  This one is pending approval of the office supervisor before 

they can display it in their office. 

On 12 October 2022, I also dropped a tabloid sized version (as shown below) at the  U.S. 

Veteran’s (Vet’s) Center in downtown Eugene. 

 

If you have a place to display any of these posters, please contact me and I will arrange to 

get you one.  All are laminated so they will last. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

DEPARTMENT OF OREGON 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

NEW FACEBOOK PAGE 

Marine Corps League, Department of Oregon | Facebook 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086555976554
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From the 
Chaplain’s Corner  

 

 

It’s November again – the time of Thanksgiving! 

Time to recall all we can be thankful for, like no face masks required in many places, delightful 

weather and now RAIN again!! So thankful the air is clearer and that I can again see the ridge 

where Lois & Steve live, to say nothing of being able to BREATHE! I’m thankful for the 

tomatoes, cucumbers and Oregon Giant green beans I was able to harvest from my small garden 

patch… oh, and blueberries, strawberries, raspberries and blackberries, too! 

As we enter into November, share with others the goodness you have experienced; invite 

friends to join you for a meal; share out of your abundance with those less fortunate; help 

provide or prepare a meal for those without homes; make a list of what you are thankful for; 

your spirit will be uplifted and blessed. 

I give thanks for all of you! 

Your Chaplain, 

Joy Cavin - Emerald Empire, Marine Corp League 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Fund-Raising Breakfast Service for Sunday, 

16 October 2022 

 
 
 

There were 38 paid diners that took part in the breakfast service on 16 October 2022.  There 

was $266.00 taken in for the meals and $60.00 in tips for a grand total of:  $326.00. 
 

 

 

 

11 November – Donald Brownrigg Deceased 

Please take a moment to remember China Marine Donald Brownrigg on the day that he was 

born.  Donald was born on the day that is now celebrated as Veteran’s Day. 
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Toys for Tots organizational meetings are now in progress.  They are in the process of 

planning and scheduling events. 

5 November 2022 – Cabela’s will be conducting a “STUFF THE BUS” event. 

Date to be determined – Walmart will be conducting a “STUFF THE BUS” event, along 

with Food for Lane County. 

Date to be determined – A “FIRST RESPONDERS” donate a toy and get a ride in an 

emergency vehicle is being worked on.  It is tentatively believed that this will occur on 

part of the Valley River Center property. 

3 December 2022 – Springfield Christmas Parade - The Emerald Empire Young Marines 

have been requested to help collect toys with the Toys for Tots entry in the parade. 

10 December (Saturday) 2022 - Florence distribution will take place. 

17 (Saturday) & 18 (Sunday) December 2022 - Springfield (Eugene/Springfield) 

distribution will take place.  Distribution will be “DRIVE THRU” again to conform to the 

State of Oregon’s directions (since they own the property).  The distribution days are also 

the United States Marine Corps Reserves Drill Weekend, so the number of Marines 

available will be “spread thin.” 

 17 (Saturday) December 2022 - Oakridge distribution will take place. 

18 (Sunday) December 2022 – Cottage Grove distribution will take place. 

The Marine Corps League has been requested to again handle the food service for the 

volunteers during the distribution days at Springfield.  This will occur in the conference 

room of the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Center.  We will need to plan for serving 

approximately 75 people per each distribution day. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The Emerald Empire Young Marines have been requested to assist with toy collection during 

the Springfield Christmas Parade. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Martin Holland, of the Springfield Moose Lodge #1726, informed the members at the October 

meeting, that the Springfield Moose Lodge would be hosting the Oregon Moose Association 

State Conference 17 (Friday), 18 (Saturday) & 19 (Sunday) March 2023. 

The Moose Lodge is asking for volunteers to help the lodge put on this major event. 

Details and types of activities that the lodge will be needing assistance with will be passed 

along as the types of activities are finalized. 

 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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Dr. LeBow gave a presentation to the Springfield Moose Lodge #1726 during their State of 

Oregon Rally Day.  A sum of $1,100.00 was gathered and presented to Vet’s Legacy. 

Dr. LeBow will be giving another presentation to a different Moose Lodge in the near future. 

 

Renovations of one unit at Camp Alma are still in progress.  When completed this unit will be 

for housing homeless female veterans or those female veterans that are in transitional programs. 

 

Thad Lukasik also passed along that the Northwood Christian Church, which Thad & Nancy 

attend, also will be providing a donation to Vet’s Legacy in an amount between $9,000.00 - 

$10,000.00. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



15 
 

!!!!!!! Emerald Empire Detachment #917, 
Marine Corps League, Tracking of 
Community Service Hours !!!!!!! 

 The next form should be completed and turned in by 

the 21 December 2022 monthly meeting.  It has been 

requested that the forms be completed on a quarterly 

basis (next due for October/ 
November/December). 

To facilitate the tracking, accounting, and reporting of Community Service Hours 
performed by Emerald Empire Detachment #917, Marine Corps League, members 
(Life/Regular/and Associate), we are asking each member to submit the following 

information. 

 Anytime a member performs Community Service Hours (Toys for Tots, Scouting, Young 
Marines, Funeral Honors, Parades, Assistance to Marines/ FMF Corpsmen / FMF 

Chaplains, Marines 4 Life, Rose Program, general assistance, etc.) we need to gather that 
information under the type of assistance or community service and the total number of 

hours performed for those tasks. 

 To simplify this task, we ask each member to track their own community service and 
the number of hours spent performing that service.  This information will be collected, 
and tallied by the detachment so that at the end of the year we are able to submit the 

required information needed to complete the Detachment Annual Report.  The easiest 
method of delivery would be to bring it with you to the monthly meeting.  If unable to 

attend then the information can be submitted via email.  Please submit only one 
monthly report and not a report for each activity each time performed. 

The form that follows can be copied and printed for ease of tracking your hours.  Then 
turn in at the monthly meeting (or mail). 
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The below form is an example of the type of information we are looking to track. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Marine Corps League “Mission Statement” 
Former Detachment Commandant Dave Huber has tasked the Senior Vice-Commandant with reading 
the Marine Corps League Mission Statement at each meeting so that we all are reminded on a regular 

basis what the “mission” of the Marine Corps League is, and what we should be striving for. 

 

Marine Corps League Mission Statement (As shown on our detachment website) 
 

Members of the Marine Corps League join together in camaraderie and fellowship for the purpose of preserving 

the traditions and promoting the interests of the United States Marine Corps, banding together those who are 

now serving in the United States Marine Corps and those who have been honorably discharged from that 

service that they may effectively promote the ideals of American freedom and democracy, voluntarily aiding 

and rendering assistance to all Marines, FMF Corpsmen and former Marines and FMF Corpsmen and to their 

widows and orphans; and to perpetuate the history of the United States Marine Corps and by fitting acts to 

observe the anniversaries of historical occasions of particular interest to Marines. 

 

------------------------ 

 
 

The Mission of the Marine Corps League (as shown on national website) 
 

The mission of the Marine Corps League is to promote the interest and to preserve traditions of the 
United States Marine Corps; strengthen the fraternity of Marines and their families; serve Marines, 

FMF Corpsmen, and FMF Chaplains who wear or who have worn the Eagle, Globe and Anchor; and 
foster the ideals of Americanism and patriotic volunteerism. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Emerald Empire Detachment #917 Advertising Pens 

 

The pens are available to detachment members for $1.00 each pen.  This covers the cost of the 
pens and earns the detachment approximately 23 cents per pen. 

 

The pens are for handing out to Marines, Corpsmen, Chaplains, and persons we want to try 

and recruit for membership.  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

  

 Eagle, globe, anchor & “Semper Fi” White Sun 

visors and Black Marine Corps League hats - $1.00 

each – What a Deal.  Hats/Visors are now 

available at the monthly meetings. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

    

DETACHMENT COINS / CHIPS 

Available for $1.50 each which off-sets the cost of buying 

them and earns the detachment 45 cents on each one 

purchased.  They are available for purchase in-person 

during the monthly meetings and from the detachment 

paymaster. 

You can carry one on you as your representation of the detachment when “challenged.”  You 

can also give them out to Marines, FMF Corpsmen, FMF Chaplains, and persons who may want 

to be associate members as recruiting tools; or as gifts to family, friends, and acquaintances 

who are veterans themselves. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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EMERALD EMPIRE DETACHMENT # 917 
 OFFICERS & CONTACT INFORMATION:  

 
Commandant Dave Huber    Senior Vice-Commandant Debbie Barker   
(541) 554-1894                    (541) 746 – 9295  
dave_huber@outlook.com     GunnyB7@charter.net           
 
    
Junior-Vice Commandant Paul Grinde              Judge Advocate Thad Lukasik 
(541) 704-0150       (541) 461 - 1160 
beavers@epud.net       thadlukasik42@comcast.net 
 
 
Adjutant Raymond J. Miller    Paymaster Lois J. Price 
(H) (541) 689-9456     (541) 741-1772 
ray.miller.usmc@gmail.com                lostrose7@msn.com 
 
Chaplain Joy Cavin     Web-Master Debbie Barker 
(541) 554-7982      (541) 746-9295 
Nightlight@comcast.net     GunnyB7@charter.net 

  
Sgt-at-Arms (Vacant at this time)   Junior Past-Commandant Peter Bock 
       (541) 799-8446 
               sr32mason@yahoo.com  
 
 
 

Moose Lodge 1726 
2011 Laura Street 

Springfield, OR 97477-2100 
Phone: (541) 746-3321 

3rd Wednesday of the Month 
 

Dinner @ 1800 hours 
 

Meeting Starts @ 1900 hours 

 

Mailing address: 
Emerald Empire Detachment #917 

PO Box 70455 Springfield, OR 97475 

 

Detachment E-mail Address: 
mcldet917@gmail.com 

 

Detachment Facebook Page: MCL Detachment 917 

  

Detachment Web Site: www.mcl917.org 

 

Department Web Site:  http://www.mcl-oregon.org  

 

National Website: www.mclnational.org 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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mailto:GunnyB7@charter.net
mailto:sr32mason@yahoo.com
mailto:mcldet917@gmail.com
http://www.mcl917.org/
http://www.mcl-oregon.org/
http://www.mclnational.org/
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2022 Meeting Dates 

ALL WEDNESDAYS 

 
16 November 2022 

(Meatloaf & dinner roll) 

 

21 December 2022 

(Ham, scalloped potatoes, dinner roll, pumpkin pie) 
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2023 Meeting Dates 

ALL WEDNESDAYS 
 

18 January 2023 

(Fried chicken, mashed potatoes & gravy, vegetable, dinner 

roll) 

 

15 February 2023 

 

15 March 2023 

 

19 April 2023 

 

17 May 2023 

 

21 June 2023 

 

19 July 2023 

 

16 August 2023 

 

20 September 2023 

 

18 October 2023 

 

15 November 2023 

 

20 December 2023 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2022 Fund Raising Breakfast 

Dates 

ALL SUNDAYS 
 

20 November 2022 
 

18 December 2022 
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2023 Fund Raising Breakfast 

Dates 

ALL SUNDAYS 
 

15 January 2023 

 

19 February 2023 

 

19 March 2023 

 

16 April 2023 

 

21 May 2023 

 

18 June 2023 

 

16 July 2023 

 

20 August 2023 

 

17 September 2023 

 

15 October 2023 

 

19 November 2023 

 

17 December 2023 


