
1 
 

 

                  

Our next monthly meeting will be:  

 

 

19 February 1945 – the Battle for Iwo Jima begins. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

!!!!   Attention to Orders   !!! 
 

MARINES DIRECTED TO FACE THE MUSIC AND SING 

 

The Marine Corps Drill and Ceremonial Manual (MCO 5060.20) is designed to provide 

uniformity and standardization for all Marine Corps organizations. 

 First published as NAVMC 2691, it was canceled and incorporated into MCO 5060.20 in 2003. 

In May 2019, the manual was again revised and published to incorporate minor changes to existing 

procedures, rearranging material more logically, and updated photos of uniforms. 

 Chapter 3, paragraph 1(c), now directs Marines to face the music and sing the words to the 

iconic hymn. 

 “It is a long-standing tradition for Marines, past and present, who when they hear the Marines’ 

Hymn that they will face the direction of the music and stand at attention. It is now directed that 

Marines, present and who have served honorably, who are not in a formation or part of an actual 

ceremony, or marching in a parade or review, who when they hear the playing of the Marines’ Hymn 

will stand at attention, face the music and sing the words to the Hymn.” 

 

Reprinted from SEMPER FIDELIS, Newsletter for Retired Marines, Special Edition 2019 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sounds like we need to start practicing our singing. 

Thanks to Ray Miller for getting this information to me so that I could get it published in OUR 

newsletter. 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Operation Valentine 

 

Major Bill White, USMC (Retired) is 104 years old.   
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A 104-year-old US Marine Corps veteran wants people to share some love this Valentine’s Day. 

Maj. Bill White, who served in World War II and was injured in the Battle of Iwo Jima, is asking 

members of the public to send him cards for the Feb. 14 holiday, KTXL reports. 

The California native hopes to add the cards to his scrapbooks, where he keeps a lifetime’s worth of 

memories on bookshelves arranged by year. 

“I’ll save every one of them like I’ve been saving little things that have come up until right now and 

they’ll be a personal part of my history,” he told the station. 

White said he began scrapbooking as a way to keep busy after retiring. 

His mementos also include his Purple Heart, which he received after surviving Iwo Jima. 

“The fact that I even survived is something. There weren’t too many of us,” White told KTXL. “When I 

was wounded, I didn’t have any choice in the matter. A grenade blows up about 6 inches from me.” 

Courtesy of New York Post 

This information was brought forward by detachment member Eddie Mosteller.  During the 

January monthly meeting the detachment members signed a Valentine’s Day Card for Major 

Bill White.  The card was a “one of a kind” card made by our very own Nancy Lukasik.  The 

Card was mailed so that it would be on hand for Operation Valentine. 

There are several news stories that can be found by searching the name Major Bill White 

USMC. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   Chaplain & Corpsman         
 

 

Linda Miller – Reported that her back is doing much better; 

 

 

https://wgntv.com/2020/01/11/this-104-year-old-marine-corps-veteran-is-asking-for-valentines-day-cards-ill-save-every-one/
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Nancy Lukasik – Was not able to attend the January meeting 

after pulling something in her back.  Nancy is going to having 

her right knee replaced coming up on May 6th. 

 

 

 

 

Rudy Grein – Will be having his right knee replaced on 

February 18th by Slocum Orthopedic.  This will hopefully 

resolve the problems that this knee has caused Rudy.  Needless 

to say, Rudy will not be attending the February meeting on the 

19th of February. 

 

 

 

Tom Yackley – Ray Miller reported that Tom is battling a 

recurring medical problem that has resulted in Tom 

needing the use of a walker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chuck Lang – Ray Miller reported he sees Chuck at 

church and that he is a little unsteady on his feet and is 

still bothered by his shoulder. 

 

 

 

Ron Cooper, Sr. – Ron reported that his great grand-son 

had to be transported to Portland with meningitis.  While 

his daughter-in-law and great grand-daughter were 

traveling to visit him, they were involved in an accident.  

Those involved in the accident luckily were not injured. 
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Please keep Linda, Nancy, Rudy, Tom, Chuck and Ron and their 

families in your thoughts and prayers as they all face the challenges 

that lay ahead. 
 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Good of the League Announcements 

 

Toys for Tots:  The after-action report has not been 

published as of yet. 

--------------------------------------------------------- 
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History of NROTC Oregon State University 

Originally constructed to provide dining facilities for student veterans in 1946, which saw 
the highest World War II post-war enrollment of veterans. 

After WWII surplus Quonset huts became common in civilian roles. The huts were a 
frequent sight on university and other campuses as they provided a means of rapidly 
expanding university facilities to cope with the influx of new students, thanks to the GI Bill, 
which provided tuition and other assistance to returning military servicemen. The building 
has also been used for rainy day drills and storage. 

In 1953 it became a complete training center for the Navy and Marine Corps ROTC 
programs. It has one large room (quarterdeck) that was used as a lecture hall, assembly 
room, and a place for entertainment when large audiences were expected and is still used 
for that purpose today. A folding metal door was added in 1954 to secure a storage area 
on the southwest wing of the building. 

The Naval Armory building underwent a number of additions and alterations. In 1971 the 
Armory was re-roofed after the building began to show signs of possible metal 
deterioration. The roof was replaced with a new roofing material called Foamed-in-Place 
urethane. 
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The building is currently surrounded by perennial shrubs, several coniferous trees and a 
large lawn to the west. To the east of the building is a USMC obstacle course and practice 
yard which is used for ROTC physical training. 

The Naval Armory building underwent a number of additions and alterations. In 1971 the 
Armory was re-roofed after the building began to show signs of possible metal 
deterioration. The roof was replaced with a new roofing material called Foamed-in-Place 
urethane. 

The building is currently surrounded by perennial shrubs, several coniferous trees and a 
large lawn to the west. To the east of the building is a USMC obstacle course and practice 
yard which is used for ROTC physical training. 

I checked with an alumni source that provided the following information: 

“The Unit is not looking for items.  They actually have too much and will be 
retiring some items. The rooms will be handed over to them bare. They need 
cash to decorate/paint, tiling etc.  to make it look like a quarter deck and/or 

classroom with Navy Marine Corps flair.” 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

What you need to know about Real ID in Oregon 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAxMjIuMTU5MjYxODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5vcmVnb24uZ292L1JFQUxJRCJ9.93zVN4vyjHWpSbNBQLohnifENEVkUNH8x08i80sLkVo/br/74220190963-l
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Real ID update - Jan 22, 2020 

Something big is happening October first of this year. If you aren’t paying attention, it might mean missing your flight out of 

PDX or any other airport across the U.S. 

On that date the Transportation Security Administration, or TSA, begins requiring a new type of identification to board a 

commercial aircraft. The new ID must be compliant with something called the Real ID Act. It’s designed to keep us safer in 

the air, but if you try to board an aircraft using your current Oregon driver license starting in October – it won’t work. That’s 

because the current Oregon driver license is not Real ID compliant. 

Oregon DMV will begin offering a Real ID option on July 6, 2020. To fulfill the demand of nearly one million Oregonians 

who will want the Real ID option, DMV would have to issue 32 licenses a second every business day from July to 

October. That’s just not possible. 

If you don’t have a Real ID compliant form of ID at the airport, TSA will put you through an alternate identity verification 

process that could take an hour or more, and you could miss your flight. 

There is an answer for Oregonians: obtain and use a passport or passport card. The cost of getting a new passport card 

is roughly equal to that of getting a replacement license with the Real ID option – and you can apply now at one of over 76 

acceptance sites across Oregon. 

To find out more, visit https://www.Oregon.gov/REALID 

By the way, Washingtonians already have the option of getting a Real ID compliant driver license. If you are a Washington 

resident, go to https://id2020wa.com/ to find out more. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Emerald Empire Young Marines 

Thad Lukasik passed along that the Young Marines are still functioning.  The Young 

Marines participated / assisted in the Springfield Christmas Parade & the Toys for Tots 

2019 distribution. 

On January 25th Emerald Empire Detachment Commandant Dave Huber attended the 

Young Marines Drill to present the Sergeant Major Jess M Wise Jr. Young Marine of the 

Quarter Certificates. 

When photos and additional information is received it will be published in the next 

newsletter. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAxMjIuMTU5MjYxODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5PcmVnb24uZ292L1JFQUxJRCJ9.QHicxFGwwdkTXKt1T0mfirJr_LftN3w10t0Q8tGMIEg/br/74220190963-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAxMjIuMTU5MjYxODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2lkMjAyMHdhLmNvbS8ifQ.ndyu5It3_n-ZJwJSODV7Syc351B6mDUCdlBxNqkkzJA/br/74220190963-l
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Vet’s Court 

Veteran’s Court Liaison, Mentor and detachment member Ron Cooper, Sr. has been 

distributing Detachment Pens to the court staff, mentors, defense attorneys and district 

attorneys working within the Veteran’s Court. 

Atta boy Ron, keep Up The GOOD WORK. 

On 7 February (Friday), the Veteran Court Mentors are having a gathering in Harris Hall of 

the Lane County Courthouse. 

A new Mentor Coordinator with experience in treatment and mentoring is in the works. 

We will wait for additional updates from Ron at a later meeting. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

24 February – Steve Kanaga 

 
Take a moment to remember Steve as he celebrates his birthday. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Emerald Empire Detachment #917 Advertising Pens 

 

The pens are available to detachment members for $1.00 each pen.  This covers the cost of the 
pens and earns the detachment approximately 23 cents per pen. 

 
The pens are for handing out to Marines, Corpsmen, Chaplains, and persons we want to try 

and recruit for membership.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

  

Eagle, globe, anchor & “Semper Fi” 

White Sun visors and Black Marine 

Corps League hats – FOR SALE - 

$5.00 each – What a Deal 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

DETACHMENT COINS / CHIPS 

Available for $1.50 each which off-sets the cost of buying 

them and earns the detachment 45 cents on each one 

purchased.  They are available for purchase in-person 

during the monthly meetings and from the detachment 

paymaster. 

You can carry one on you as your representation of the 

detachment when “challenged.”  You can also give them out to Marines, FMF Corpsmen, FMF 

Chaplains, and persons who may want to be associate members as recruiting tools; or as gifts 

to family, friends, and acquaintances who are veterans themselves. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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EMERALD EMPIRE DETACHMENT # 917 
 OFFICERS & CONTACT INFORMATION:  

 
Commandant Dave Huber    Senior Vice-Commandant Peter Bock   
(C) (541) 554-1894     (541) 799-8446 
dave_huber@outlook.com     sr32mason@yahoo.com 
    
Junior-Vice Commandant Stephen Price              Judge Advocate Thad Lukasik 
(541) 741-1772      (541) 461 - 1160 

lostrose7@msn.com       thadlukasik42@comcast.net 
 
 
Adjutant Raymond J. Miller    Paymaster Lois J. Price 
(H) (541) 689-9456     (541) 741-1772 
ray.miller.usmc@gmail.com                lostrose7@msn.com 
 
Chaplain Nancy Lukasik    Web-Master Debbie Barker 
(541) 461-1160      (541) 746-9295 
nlukasik@comcast.net    topbranchor@q.com 

  
Sgt-at-Arms Debbie Barker 
(541) 746 – 9295  

topbranchor@q.com 
             

Springfield BPOE Elks Lodge #2145 

1701 Centennial Blvd Springfield, OR 97477 

3rd Wednesday of the Month 
 

Dinner @ 1800 hours 
 

Meeting Starts @ 1900 hours 

 

Mailing address: 
Emerald Empire Detachment #917 

PO Box 70455 Springfield, OR 97475 

 

Detachment E-mail Address: 
mcldet917@gmail.com 

 

Detachment Facebook Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Marine-Corps-League-Det-917/214059775343828 

  

Detachment Web Site: www.mcl917.org 
 

Department Web Site:  http://www.mcl-oregon.org  
 

National Website: www.mclnational.org 
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