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Our next monthly meeting is set for:  15 July 2020 (tentatively)

 

   Chaplain & Corpsman       

Our brother Marine Tom Yackley has reported for 

duty “On Heaven’s Scene.”  

Semper Fi, Tom 
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Lt. Colonel Thomas 

MarkYackley USMC 

Retired 
1953 - 2020 

 
 
 

Lt. Colonel Thomas Mark Yackley USMC Retired 

 

Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Mark Yackley was born in Aurora, Colorado on June 28, 1953. He 

attended Oregon State University where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil 

Engineering Management in June 1976. He was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the Marine 

Corps upon graduation and married the former Claire Zemlicka of Lebanon, OR. 

 

Upon completion of The Basic School in Quantico, VA, he attended the Field Artillery Officer 

Basic Course at Fort Sill, OK. His first assignment was with Hotel Battery, 3rd Battalion, 11th 

Marines where he was a Forward Observer, Fire Direction Officer, and an Infantry Battalion Fire 

Support Coordinator. 

 

In June 1978, First Lt. Yackley attended Aerial Observer School at New River, NC and 
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subsequently assumed the duties as Executive Officer for Hotel Battery. In June 1979, First Lt. 

Yackley was transferred to Okinawa, Japan on a twelve-month unaccompanied tour. He was 

initially assigned to Camp Butler as the Billeting Officer and later joined Mike Battery, 12th 

Marines as their Executive Officer. He returned to the States in 1980 and joined Marine 

Observation Squadron Two, where he was a Basic Training Officer. In August 1981, Captain 

Yackley completed the Weapons and Tactics Instructor Course at Yuma, AZ and then participated 

in a six-month unit deployment to Okinawa, Japan. Upon his return, he was assigned as the 

Airframes Branch Officer and Aircrew Training Officer. 

 

In August 1983, he returned to Fort Sill, OK and completed the Advanced Artillery Officer Course. 

Captain Yackley was then assigned to 2nd Battalion, 11th Marines where he performed duties as 

the S-3A, commanded Headquarters and Fox Battery, and was the Fire Support Coordinator for 5th 

Marines. Captain Yackley returned to Marine Observation Squadron Two in 1986 and was assigned 

duties as the S-4 Logistics Officer and later as the S-3 Operations Officer. Participating in another 

six-month deployment to Okinawa, Japan, he had the duties as Aircraft Maintenance Officer and 

Executive Officer. 

 

In May 1989, Major Yackley assumed command of Marine Recruiting Station Buffalo, NY. 

Successfully completing thirty-eight months on recruiting, he returned to Camp Pendleton, CA. 

Joining the Command Element, I Marine Expeditionary Force in 1992, Lt. Colonel Yackley was 

assigned to the G-5 Division as the World Wide Military Command and Control System 

(WWMCCS)/Joint Operations Planning and Execution System (JOPES) Officer and served in 

Mogadishu, Somalia during Operation Restore Hope.  Returning to 11th Marines as the Regimental 

S-4, Lt. Colonel Yackley retired from the United States Marine Corps in 1996, having served 

faithfully and honorably for twenty years. His personal awards included the Navy Commendation 

Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, and the Defense Meritorious Service Medal. 

 

After retirement from the United States Marine Corps in 1996, Tom went back to earn a degree in 

Land Survey from Palomar College. Working for an engineering firm in San Diego as a Survey 

Party Chief, Computer Aided Drafter and Mapping Manager while also teaching at Palomar as 

adjunct faculty. In 2006, Tom returned to Oregon to enjoy retirement in Eugene. Tom enjoyed 

cooking, working in his backyard, and traveling the world with Claire on ocean cruises. They were 

happily married for forty-four years. 
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Tom was a member of St. Paul's Catholic Church, Marine Corps League, OSU Alumni 

Association, and the Red Cross Gallon Club. He started an American Cancer Society Relay for Life 

team in 2012 and over the years, brought in $45,000 in donations for cancer research. He left us too 

soon, after a courageous seventeen-month battle with cancer. 

 

In addition to his wife Claire, he is survived by nieces Jennifer Yackley, Hayley and Holley Flora, 

and nephew Brian Yackley and many, many cousins. He was preceded in death by his parents, Ret. 

Master Chief Donald Yackley (U.S. Navy) and Ruth Yackley, and his older brother Ret. Major 

James Yackley (U.S. Army). 

Viewing will be held Friday, June 12 from 3:30-4:30 at Andreason's Funeral Chapel. Due to the 

Covid-19 virus, a private funeral mass will be held at St. Paul's Catholic Church, with burial at City 

View Cemetery in Salem with military honors. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to 

the American Cancer Society in Tom's honor. 

Please sign the guest book at www.registerguard.com/legacy 

 

    

https://donate3.cancer.org/?campaign=legacy2&giftFirstName=Lt.&giftLastName=Retired&giftType=mem
https://donate3.cancer.org/?campaign=legacy2&giftFirstName=Lt.&giftLastName=Retired&giftType=mem
https://donate3.cancer.org/?campaign=legacy2&giftFirstName=Lt.&giftLastName=Retired&giftType=mem
https://donate3.cancer.org/?campaign=legacy2&giftFirstName=Lt.&giftLastName=Retired&giftType=mem
http://www.registerguard.com/legacy
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United States Marine Corps OV-10 

 
 

  
 

Emerald Empire Detachment #917 Commandant Dave Huber read and presented a Resolution of 

Condolence from the detachment to Tom’s wife Claire and the family.  Detachment Adjutant Ray Miller 

participated in the Funeral Program while in the Marine Corps League Uniform.  Detachment Chaplain 

Nancy Lukasik, and Detachment Judge Advocate Thad Lukasik, Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms and 

Web-Master Debbie Barker, Detachment member Mike Barker, and Detachment member Paul Grinde 

all attended the service held at St. Paul’s Catholic Church, Eugene, Oregon. 

 

Three Marine Corps Officers, and One Naval Officer who attended Oregon State Naval ROTC with Tom 

attended and were escort for Tom’s casket during the Procession, Recession, and transition to the hearse. 

 

At Claire’s request the first lyric of the Marine Corps Hymn was sung at the conclusion of the service. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

In Memory of our detachment member Lieutenant Colonel Thomas 

Mark Yackley, USMC (Retired) the Emerald Empire Detachment 

#917 decided at their June 2020 meeting to make a donation in Tom’s 

memory to the American Cancer Society in the amount of $500.00. 
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If you, or your family, are sick or in distress please do not hesitate to 

let us (League) know. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NEW MEMBERS (Regular & Associate) 

The June 2020 monthly meeting was held at the residence of Emerald Empire Detachment # 

917 Commandant Dave Huber.  Dave provided the meal, and attending members provided their 

own drinks, and chairs.  Social distancing was accomplished with seating and some good old-

fashioned outdoor air (which did get a bit chilly for some toward the end). 

It was good to see our Marine Corps League friends, and to meet new friends. 
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                                   James Hatcher                                         Patricia Devall 

During this meeting we joined a New Regular member James Hatcher, and a New Associate 

member Patricia Devall (she goes by the name Dakota) and she is our 2nd associate member and 

was gladly welcomed by our first associate Nancy Lukasik. 

 James enlisted in the United States Marine Corps in 1980, he later became an officer and 

served in Force Recon (he knew the name Jess Wise – he said Jess was a very good sniper).  

James and his wife both joined the Marine Corps together where she achieved the rank of 

Colonel and he achieved the rank of Major.  They had 14 children, and they both retired in 

2012.  She passed away from breast cancer after retiring. 

James is the adoptive father of Patricia Devall.  Patricia is the granddaughter of Elmer Edmund 

Conant who served first in the United States Marine Corps and then the U.S. Navy.  Patricia and 

James are actually 10th cousins, and she describes herself as a “military brat.” 
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Emerald Empire Detachment #917 Commandant Dave Huber presents Rudy Grein with his 

Marine Corps League Membership Pin.  Due to the shut-down of the state of Oregon, and Rudy 

recovering from knee replacement surgery it has been some time before he could get Rudy his 

membership pin.  But all good things come to those who wait. 

 

Welcome Aboard Rudy, James and Dakota!!  Please greet 

Rudy, James and Dakota when you see them in the future. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Good of the League Announcements 

Detachment Chaplain Nancy Lukasik did some calling around at the start of Covid-19 virus 

outbreak. 

Nancy and Thad checked in on Tom Yackley shortly after he was admitted to Hospice, and she 

has been in contact with Claire Yackley.  She brought a card that we signed at the meeting to 

send to Claire. 

Nancy also checked with Rudy shortly after his knee replacement unfortunately Rudy was 

having a reaction to the anesthesia so Rudy does not remember it.  Rudy was of course at the 

June meeting. 

She also has talked with Joyce Denton, and reports that Joyce is “doing good.”  Joyce has her 

granddaughter living with her and they have been working on redoing the front garden.  Joyce 

still wants to relocate to Idaho to be closer to family. 

Dave Huber has been in contact with Ron Cooper, Sr.  Ron is still undergoing dialysis 3 times a 

week.  Dave reported that Ron is doing well and has the support of his kids and family.  Dave 

made sure to let Ron know to not hesitate to call if he needs anything. 

 

Due to State of Oregon shut down we did not have our normally scheduled nominations, 

election of Detachment Officers for the year 2020-2021, or Installation of Officers.  Therefore, 

it was determined by the members present at the June meeting that the current elected officers 

will continue for one more year and we will return to normal timeframes in May 2021. 

Detachment Commandant Dave Huber 

Senior Vice-Commandant Peter Bock 

Junior Vice-Commandant Stephen Price 

Judge Advocate Thad Lukasik 

The next department level convention or conference will be the 2021 Mid-Winter Conference 

which will take place in February 2021.  Additional details to be provided when they become 

available. 

The Astoria / Warrenton area has experienced some postal issues so we are attempting to clear 

up some outstanding transmittals / checks.  This appears to be because of issues in or with the 

post office and not league issues.  Postal Inspectors have been called in to investigate. 
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Emerald’s Military Appreciation Baseball Game Get-together is CANCELLED. 

Yard Sale – is tabled until the next meeting – tentatively July 15th. 

The World War II memorial for the Springfield Veterans Plaza was not selected to receive 

funds from the State of Oregon – due to the state providing the prevailing funds to provide the 

Women Veterans Memorial. 

The Vet’s Legacy Camp Out / Work Party idea is being tabled until the next meeting. 

Vet’s Legacy now has 4 homeless veterans residing at the camp.  They have harvested some 

produce from their garden they grow and made $2,000.00 from the sale of that produce. 

Toys for Tots is currently in hibernation pending the initial planning that usually takes place 

around the 1st of September.  There should be a meeting shortly thereafter, and any information 

will be made available then. 

Vet’s Court has been suspended the past 3 months but some court activity has picked up so 

there may be some word coming out in the near future. 

Young Marines has been suspended due to Covid-19 virus.  There is some Young Marine 

advertising for Staff / Adult Leaders coming out soon.  Staffing being the 1st priority.  Then 

advertising for new members will follow.  If you watch the KEZI news you might catch one of 

the ads when they start. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Eagle Globe and Anchor Masks 
 
 

These masks are made by a woman Marine in CA.  They are made 

of knit material (think t-shirt type material) and have the EGA 

screen-printed on them.  They are very comfortable but glasses will 

fog up a little while wearing them.  She sells them for $20 each + 

shipping. 
 

If you are interested in purchasing one or more of these 
masks with the EGA, please contact Debbie as she may 
have an extra one available for sale, or can provide you 

with contact information to order your very own. 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Membership Dues 

1 September 2020 

Those members that pay their membership dues annually are reminded that dues are 
coming due the 1st of September 2020.  Please do not wait till then to pay your dues, we 

need lead time to process checks / paperwork, get those items forwarded to Department, 
and from Department to National in a timely fashion so personnel rosters are up-to-date 

and to prevent a lapse in your copy of the Semper Fi magazine. 

Membership Dues are $30.00 for one year. 

Renewal checks should be sent to the detachment paymaster, via our post office box 
(shown at the end of this newsletter).  Enclose a note so we know what the check is for 
or put it in the memo section of the check to ensure the funds are directed accordingly. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Marine Corps League “Mission Statement” 

Detachment Commandant Dave Huber has tasked the Senior Vice-Commandant with 
reading the Marine Corps League Mission Statement at each meeting so that we all are 

reminded on a regular basis what the “mission” of the Marine Corps League is, and what 
we should be striving for. 

Marine Corps League Mission Statement (As shown on our detachment website) 
 

Members of the Marine Corps League join together in camaraderie and fellowship 

for the purpose of preserving the traditions and promoting the interests of the 

United States Marine Corps, banding together those who are now serving in the 

United States Marine Corps and those who have been honorably discharged from 

that service that they may effectively promote the ideals of American freedom and 

democracy, voluntarily aiding and rendering assistance to all Marines, FMF 

Corpsmen and former Marines and FMF Corpsmen and to their widows and 

orphans; and to perpetuate the history of the United States Marine Corps and by 

fitting acts to observe the anniversaries of historical occasions of particular interest 

to Marines. 

------------------------ 
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The Mission of the Marine Corps League (as shown on national website) 
 

The mission of the Marine Corps League is to promote the interest and to 
preserve traditions of the United States Marine Corps; strengthen the 

fraternity of Marines and their families; serve Marines, FMF Corpsmen, and 
FMF Chaplains who wear or who have worn the Eagle, Globe and Anchor; 

and foster the ideals of Americanism and patriotic volunteerism. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

26 July – Ronald Cooper, Sr. 

 

26 July – Robert McGuigan 

 

Take a moment to remember Ron and Robert as they celebrate the “Anniversary 

of the Day” they were born. 

If you wish to drop Ron a line/e-mail, or send him a card, as he continues dialysis 

let me know and I can provide that information. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Emerald Empire Detachment #917 Advertising Pens 

 

The pens are available to detachment members for $1.00 each pen.  This covers the cost of the 
pens and earns the detachment approximately 23 cents per pen. 

 
The pens are for handing out to Marines, Corpsmen, Chaplains, and persons we want to try 

and recruit for membership.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

  

Eagle, globe, anchor & “Semper Fi” 

White Sun visors and Black Marine 

Corps League hats – FOR SALE - 

$5.00 each – What a Deal 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

DETACHMENT COINS / CHIPS 

Available for $1.50 each which off-sets the cost of buying 

them and earns the detachment 45 cents on each one purchased.  They are available for 

purchase in-person during the monthly meetings and from the detachment paymaster. 

You can carry one on you as your representation of the detachment when “challenged.”  You 

can also give them out to Marines, FMF Corpsmen, FMF Chaplains, and persons who may want 

to be associate members as recruiting tools; or as gifts to family, friends, and acquaintances 

who are veterans themselves. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
EMERALD EMPIRE DETACHMENT # 917 
 OFFICERS & CONTACT INFORMATION:  

 
Commandant Dave Huber    Senior Vice-Commandant Peter Bock   
(C) (541) 554-1894     (541) 799-8446 
dave_huber@outlook.com     sr32mason@yahoo.com 
    
Junior-Vice Commandant Stephen Price              Judge Advocate Thad Lukasik 
(541) 741-1772      (541) 461 - 1160 

lostrose7@msn.com       thadlukasik42@comcast.net 
 
 
Adjutant Raymond J. Miller    Paymaster Lois J. Price 
(H) (541) 689-9456     (541) 741-1772 
ray.miller.usmc@gmail.com                lostrose7@msn.com 
 
Chaplain Nancy Lukasik    Web-Master Debbie Barker 
(541) 461-1160      (541) 746-9295 

Nancylu505@gmail.com     GunnyB7@charter.net 

  
Sgt-at-Arms Debbie Barker 
(541) 746 – 9295  

GunnyB7@charter.net           

Springfield BPOE Elks Lodge #2145 

1701 Centennial Blvd Springfield, OR 97477 

3rd Wednesday of the Month 
 

Dinner @ 1800 hours 
 

Meeting Starts @ 1900 hours 

 

Mailing address: 
Emerald Empire Detachment #917 

PO Box 70455 Springfield, OR 97475 

 

Detachment E-mail Address: 
mcldet917@gmail.com 

 

Detachment Facebook Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Marine-Corps-League-Det-917/214059775343828 

  

Detachment Web Site: www.mcl917.org 
 

Department Web Site:  http://www.mcl-oregon.org  
 

National Website: www.mclnational.org 
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