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Our next monthly meeting will be:  18 March 2020

 
 

Emily Elizabeth “Dea” 
Cutting (Deathe) Reports for 

Duty on Heaven’s Scene 
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It is with great sadness that I must pass along that Emerald Empire Detachment #917-

member, Life Member Marine Corps League, and Life Member of the Women Marines 

Association Chapter OR-3 passed away.  Please see the obituary from the Siuslaw News. 

 
 

Posted Jan 21, 2020 

Jan. 22, 2020 — Emily Elizabeth “Dea” Cutting (Deathe) passed away the morning of Dec. 5, 
2019; she will be a brilliant addition to Heaven. 
 
Emily was born to Melvin and Paloma Deathe on Aug. 10, 1932, in California. She was adored 
by her two sisters, Bernice and Paloma. 
 
Emily joined the U.S. Marine Corps after graduation. Emily married Richard Cutting on Sept. 
21, 1956. 
 
Together, they owned a Shell gas station in Goldfield, Nev. 
 
They soon moved back to their hometown of Castro Valley, where they started a family before 
moving to Oregon in 1968. Emily and Richard settled in Florence in 1989. 
 
Emily moved to Shorewood Senior Living after Richard passed away in 2002. Her lively spirit 
was appreciated and loved by the many friends she made there. 
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Together, Emily and Richard have three children: Timothy Cutting, who lives in Florence with 
his wife Maria; Lorelei Kryzanek, who lives in Bend, Ore.; and Ruby Starr, who lives in 
Pflugerville, Texas with her husband Thomas. She also has 12 grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren. 
 
Emily enjoyed many long talks with all of her family. She always had a beautiful smile and 
always saw the bright side of everything. She cheered up every room she was in and every 
person she spoke to. She loved being a part of the Siuslaw Toastmasters and received 
accolades for her speeches and participation. 
 
Emily was a volunteer for several organizations, working with the Scouts for several years. She 
was an active participant in political and other campaigns. 
 
She was a powerful spirit in a physical body. 
 
Her family is sure that her spirit now resides in an eternal place with beauty and she is surely 
brightening up all her friends and family from there. 
 
Burns’s Riverside Chapel Florence Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Operation Valentine 
 
A 104-year-old retired WWII U.S. Marine Corps veteran who put out a call 
asking to receive Valentine's Day cards never expected such an 
overwhelming global response. 
 
Maj. Bill White, a resident at an assisted living facility in Stockton, 
California, has received over 300,000 cards and gifts from all over the 
world. 

"The gifts include handmade quilts, blankets, artwork, cups, mugs, military 
memorabilia, challenge coins, hats, T-shirts, candy, scrapbook items, 
custom-made walker with military colors," Diane Wright, executive director 

https://www.goodmorningamerica.com/living/story/wwii-veteran-asked-100-cards-100th-birthday-now-62510771
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of The Oaks at Inglewood where White resides, told ABC News. "The list 
goes on and on. And mail is still coming." 

 

Just some of the mail received. 

 
Major Bill White reads through Valentine's Day cards with his great 

granddaughters Abigail Sawyer, nine-years-old, and Nicole Sawyer, seven-

years-old, at an assisted living facility in Stockton, Calif., Jan. 31, 2020 

 

Courtesy of:   By Dana Alkhouri 

.------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://www.goodmorningamerica.com/author/dana_alkhouri
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   Chaplain & Corpsman         
 

 

Linda Miller – Reported that she is considering the use of a 

cane to help prevent additional falls.  We hope this helps 

alleviate this concern. 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Lukasik – Was also at the February meeting, so it was 

good to see her getting around.  Nancy is still slated for her right 

knee replacement on May 6th. 

 

 

 

Rudy Grein – Had his knee replaced on February 18th by 

Slocum Orthopedic.  Rudy returned home at about 12:30 on 

Feb. 19th.  He is now at home recuperating.  We wish Rudy a 

speedy and full recovery.  And also keep Rudy’s wife Angie in 

your thoughts and prayers as Rudy traverses the road to 

recovery. 

 

 

 

 

Tom Yackley – It was good to see Tom Yackley at the February 

meeting.  Tom seems to be doing much better. 
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Lois Price – Lois has completed her surgery for the removal of 

the skin cancer on her scalp.  Lois reported that her doctor told 

her that they got it all, so now the completion of the healing 

process is all that remains. 

 

 

Please keep Linda (Ray), Nancy (Thad), Rudy (Angie), Tom (Claira), 

and Lois (Steve) in your thoughts and prayers as they continue to 

complete the recoveries needed. 
 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Good of the League & 

Announcements 

 
 Toys for Tots:  Thad Lukasik reported that the After-Action Report had been 

completed.  In Lane County, at the 4 distribution sites (Springfield/Eugene; Oakridge, 

Cottage Grove, and Florence) a total of: 10,392 children received toys 

In the State of Oregon:  71,324 children received toys. 

In the Northwest section of the United States:  363,617 children received toys. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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 Vet’s Court – Ron Cooper, Sr. reported, that on 21 February 2020, Vet’s 

Court held a recognition ceremony for all the mentors of Vet’s Court.  This took 
place at the Veteran’s Memorial Building on Willamette Street in Eugene, 

Oregon. 

Ron was 1 of only 2 mentors when the program started, now there are 15 mentors 
total participating in the Lane County Veteran’s Court process.  Of all these 
mentors, our very own detachment member Ron Cooper, Sr. is the SENIOR 

MENTOR.  Ron is the current mentor who has participated in the program the 
longest. 

OUTSTANDING WORK YET AGAIN RON COOPER, SR.

 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

Veteran’s Memorial Park, Springfield, 

Oregon 

The next phase of Veteran’s Memorial Park is in the planning stage.  There is a planning 
committee that has been formed to find a design, and artist to produce a World War II 

Memorial for the park.  Steve & Lois Price, and Mike & Debbie Barker have stepped up from the 
detachment to be on that committee. 
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The planning committee has received Letters of Support from varies Veteran Organizations in 
Lane County.  The committee has submitted a proposal to the State of Oregon in an attempt to 
receive matching funds toward the cost of designing, constructing and placing a World War II 
Memorial with the Vietnam Veteran Memorial and the Women Veteran Memorial which have 

already been placed.  Lois Price, who sits on the state committee, reported that that committee 
has received the proposal and that the proposal is on their website for their committee 

members to review for comment. 

Additional information will be provided as it becomes available and as the process proceeds. 

    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Detachment Commandant Dave Huber reported that he has spoken with detachment 
member Craig Myers about what it would take to get a Cell Tower on Stoney Point 

mountain so that there would be cell service at Camp Alma.  This is a very complicated 
issue due to not only construction of a tower, but getting access up to the tower.  This is 

something that will be ongoing for some time it sounds. 

Dave also reported that the camp now has two fire engines that were donated to the 
camp.  These are not only for the protection of the camp, but could also be something 

that camp members became a fire fighting response for state fires in the area also.  
Again, an ongoing topic. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Emerald Empire Detachment Commandant Dave Huber’s 
“State of the League” Address 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Reaching Out 

Junior Vice-Commandant Stephen Price reported that he has sent 
10 letters out to members-at-large from the former MajGen Marion 
E. Carl Detachment #1089 (Roseburg, Oregon).  We hope they will 
consider transferring membership to Emerald Empire Detachment 
#917 so that they can receive Marine Corps League information via 
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our emails, newsletters, and our website.  We are also hoping that this information will 
be shared with those members-at-large that we don’t have contact information for.  It is 
not quite the drive that Eddie Mosteller makes now, but we would welcome them to our 
group and hope they could attend some functions/ activities but at least stay connected 
with the league and feel some comradery that was very important to our late member 

and friend Thomas H. Williams. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
M O N D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  2 4 ,  2 0 2 0  

N E W P O R T ,  O R E G O N  

New Marine Corps League Detachment seeks members 

 

Posted Dec 12, 2019 

A Marine Corps League Detachment for Lincoln County based out of Lincoln City is in the process of 

being formed. The group is currently in need of a few good Marines and FMF Navy Corpsmen to sign 

up. 

The first meeting will take place at 1 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 15, at the American Legion in Newport, 

424 W Olive St. Organizers are respectfully requesting that attendees do not consume alcohol during 

the meeting. However, once the meeting is over, the Legion post has a full bar and restaurant.  

Applications to join will be at the meeting. The cost is $40 to join, and the dues are valid until 

September 2020. Please bring a copy of your DD-214 — electronic copies are acceptable — as it is 

required by the national MCL for one of the local officers to see it to verify service. Any others 

interested in joining may feel free to come to the meeting to listen and ask questions. 

If you are interested in signing up, or would like to request a ride to the meeting, contact Bulldog at 

541-921-0956 or Mike Bowman at 623-703-1146. For more information about the Marine Corps 

League, go online to www.mclnational.org. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

http://www.mclnational.org/
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Hosting the 2020 Summer Convention 
Central Oregon Detachment #1308 will host the Summer Convention. 

The Summer Convention would be held in Bend, Oregon, June 26, 27, and 28 at the River House.  

As information becomes available it will be disseminated via meeting, newsletter, email and website. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Marine Corps League “Mission Statement” 

Detachment Commandant Dave Huber has tasked the Senior Vice-Commandant with 
reading the Marine Corps League Mission Statement at each meeting so that we all are 

reminded on a regular basis what the “mission” of the Marine Corps League is, and what 
we should be striving for. 

Marine Corps League Mission Statement (As shown on our detachment website) 
 

Members of the Marine Corps League join together in camaraderie and fellowship 

for the purpose of preserving the traditions and promoting the interests of the 

United States Marine Corps, banding together those who are now serving in the 

United States Marine Corps and those who have been honorably discharged from 

that service that they may effectively promote the ideals of American freedom and 

democracy, voluntarily aiding and rendering assistance to all Marines, FMF 

Corpsmen and former Marines and FMF Corpsmen and to their widows and 

orphans; and to perpetuate the history of the United States Marine Corps and by 

fitting acts to observe the anniversaries of historical occasions of particular interest 

to Marines. 

------------------------ 

The Mission of the Marine Corps League (as shown on national website) 
 

The mission of the Marine Corps League is to promote the interest and to 
preserve traditions of the United States Marine Corps; strengthen the 

fraternity of Marines and their families; serve Marines, FMF Corpsmen, and 
FMF Chaplains who wear or who have worn the Eagle, Globe and Anchor; 

and foster the ideals of Americanism and patriotic volunteerism. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Emerald Empire Detachment 
Awards – 19 February 2020 

 

 

 

Certificate of Appreciation - Peter Bock – Presented by 
Detachment Commandant Dave Huber.  Peter has 
volunteered his help at several functions, and was 

instrumental in bringing in some larger donations for the 
Marine Band performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Service Award - Stephen Price– Presented 
by Detachment Commandant Dave Huber.  Stephen has 
been a significant contributor of his numerous skills in the 

Habitat for Humanity community, and his work 
participation on veteran committees. 
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Community Service Award - Lois Price– Presented by 
Detachment Commandant Dave Huber.  Lois has spent 

many a cold day working at numerous Toys for Tots 
donation collection points, and working at distribution 

days.  Lois has also been the Paymaster for the 
Emerald Empire Young Marines for several years; and 

she has severed on veteran committees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meritorious Commendation (Individual) - Eddie 
Mosteller – Presented by Detachment 

Commandant Dave Huber.  Eddie created and 
maintained the detachment Webpage from its 
inception and up till just last year when he and 
Jeannie began the process to move to South 

Carolina. 
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Meritorious Commendation (Individual) -Stephen 
Kanaga– Presented by Detachment Commandant Dave 

Huber.  Steve was the driving force behind the 2019 
detachment’s attendance at the Emerald’s Baseball 

Game on Military Appreciation Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distinguished Service Award - Ronald Cooper, Sr– 
Presented by Detachment Commandant Dave Huber.  

Ron is the senior mentor for Vet’s Court having 
served in the capacity when it was, he and one other 
mentor.  Ron has also served as the liaison between 

the detachment and Vet’s Court. 

. 
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Distinguished Service Award - M. Joy Cavin– 
Presented by Detachment Commandant Dave Huber.  
Joy was the driving force in coordinating the feeding of 
the Toys for Tots distribution volunteers.  Joy was able 
to obtain donations from local businesses to assist in 

this task. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distinguished Service Award - Nancy Lukasik– 
Presented by Detachment Commandant Dave Huber.  

Nancy has served as the detachment Chaplain seeing to 
the spiritual needs and comfort of our members for 

several years.  Nancy also volunteered for the Emerald 
Empire Young Marines for many years and has served 

on committees, provided needed supplies and served on 
volunteer projects. 
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Distinguished Service Award - Debra Barker– Presented 
by Detachment Commandant Dave Huber.  Debbie now 
handles the duties of the detachment webpage, she has 
served on veteran committees, provided needed supplies 

and served on volunteer projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marine of the Year - Paul Grinde– Presented by 
Detachment Commandant Dave Huber.  Paul 
received the award for the work he does and 
has done for the detachment over the years. 

 

 

 

 

Emerald Empire Detachment Commandant Dave Huber presented awards to several 
different detachment members for their assistance in running the detachment during 
his periods of time spent fighting fires, to members participation in the community on 
numerous community committees and organizations, to creation and maintaining the 
detachment website, to organization of detachment social event, to representing the 
detachment at Vet’s Court, to coordinating and running the feeding of Toys for Tots 
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volunteers over distribution weekend, to providing the liaison between the detachment 
and its members during their times of need, and to the continuing creation and 

maintaining of the newsletter and other activities needed for the continuing operation of 
the Emerald Empire Detachment #917 Marine Corps League. 

 

Dave also wanted to let Thad Lukasik and Mike Barker know that he was putting 
them both in for Co-Marine of the Year (Department Level) Awards for their work 
on bringing the Marine Band to Eugene (again) and their other contributions to 
be mentioned later but that it is still being worked on.  So, look forward to Thad 

and Mike getting recognition at the appropriate level in the future. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

1 March – Raymond Chiapuzio 

3 March – Jay McCarty - Deceased 

16 March – Edward Lagrone - Deceased 

17 March – Graham Hilson 

30 March – Richard Eubank 

Take a moment to remember those who are celebrating, or would 

have celebrated, their birthdays this month. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Tom O’Neal is a maker of just about any sign or symbol you can provide him a picture of.  Tom 

is a former U.S. Navy Chief who has quite a portfolio of pictures containing customers and the 

signs / symbols that he has producted for them.  Here are just a few of the items he can do. 

 

Prices vary.  The Semper Fi sign is $42.00; Flag Raisers is $52.00; Eagle Globe and Anchor is 

$58.00 for the sizes shown.  It all depends on complexity, size, and coloring so if you are 

looking for a unique local gift idea contact Tom at the number on his card (shown above). 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Emerald Empire Detachment #917 Advertising Pens 

 

The pens are available to detachment members for $1.00 each pen.  This covers the cost of the 
pens and earns the detachment approximately 23 cents per pen. 

 
The pens are for handing out to Marines, Corpsmen, Chaplains, and persons we want to try 

and recruit for membership.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

  

Eagle, globe, anchor & “Semper Fi” 

White Sun visors and Black Marine 

Corps League hats – FOR SALE - 

$5.00 each – What a Deal 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

DETACHMENT COINS / CHIPS 

Available for $1.50 each which off-sets the cost of buying 

them and earns the detachment 45 cents on each one 

purchased.  They are available for purchase in-person 

during the monthly meetings and from the detachment 

paymaster. 

You can carry one on you as your representation of the detachment when “challenged.”  You 

can also give them out to Marines, FMF Corpsmen, FMF Chaplains, and persons who may want 

to be associate members as recruiting tools; or as gifts to family, friends, and acquaintances 

who are veterans themselves. 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

I am looking for more input from 

detachment members for the newsletter 

(like the Marine Hymn information 

submitted by Ray Miller in the February 

newsletter) – if you come across things that 

we should be getting out to members, 

veterans, etc. please send me ready to use 

input. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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EMERALD EMPIRE DETACHMENT # 917 
 OFFICERS & CONTACT INFORMATION:  

 
Commandant Dave Huber    Senior Vice-Commandant Peter Bock   
(C) (541) 554-1894     (541) 799-8446 
dave_huber@outlook.com     sr32mason@yahoo.com 
    
Junior-Vice Commandant Stephen Price              Judge Advocate Thad Lukasik 
(541) 741-1772      (541) 461-1160 

lostrose7@msn.com       thadlukasik42@comcast.net 
 
Adjutant Raymond J. Miller    Paymaster Lois J. Price 
(H) (541) 689-9456     (541) 741-1772 
ray.miller.usmc@gmail.com                lostrose7@msn.com 
 
Chaplain Nancy Lukasik    Web-Master Debbie Barker 
(541) 461-1160      (541) 746-9295 
nlukasik@comcast.net    gunnyb7@charter.net 

Sgt-at-Arms Debbie Barker 
(541) 746-9295  

gunnyb7@charter.net 
             

Springfield BPOE Elks Lodge #2145 

1701 Centennial Blvd Springfield, OR 97477 

3rd Wednesday of the Month 
 

Dinner @ 1800 hours 
 

Meeting Starts @ 1900 hours 

 

Mailing address: 
Emerald Empire Detachment #917 

PO Box 70455 Springfield, OR 97475 

 

Detachment E-mail Address: 
mcldet917@gmail.com 

 

Detachment Facebook Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Marine-Corps-League-Det-917/214059775343828 

  

Detachment Web Site: www.mcl917.org 
 

Department Web Site:  http://www.mcl-oregon.org  
 

National Website: www.mclnational.org 
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